
CHERT GLADES CHAPTER MISSOURI MASTER NATURALISTS MONTHLY MEETING 

WALTER WOODS CONSERVATION AREA, MONDAY, MAY 11, 2015 

Members present: Gwynn Douglas, Bonnie Hinman, Darold Farless, Jr, Phyllis Chancellor, Becky Wylie, 

Belinda Vaness, Billie Mullins, Nancy Schmidt, Katherine Spigarelli, Stephaine Womack, Marc Womack, 

Tom Danner, Kelly Coiner, Carol Ballard, Linda Bertalotto, Val Frankoski, Wendell Hart, Erin Miller, 

Jennifer Williams, Jarrod Pace, Ken Middick 

Call to Order: Ken Middick, 6:05pm 

Approval of Prior Minutes: Erin Miller moved to approve, Tom Danner second. 

Treasury Report: Darold Farless is now the new treasurer, replacing Kathy Evans. All money is to be 

given to Darold. 

Committee Reports:  

 Program Committee: Gwynn Douglas, Belinda Vaness 

The June meeting will be at Diamond Grove Prairie, while the July meeting will 

be archery at Walter Woods. 

 Media Committee: Ann Butts, Jennifer Williams 

Pat Middleton has been named member of the month on the website. 

 Service and Outreach Committee: Stephanie Womack, Erin Miller 

Erin has been in contact with the city of Joplin and Carol Davitt of the Missouri 

Prairie Foundation concerning an area of land off Murphy Blvd. that still has 

debris from the tornado. The city of Joplin would provide a dumpster for the 

debris. Carol would like to be involved in the clean-up if at all possible. Members 

discussed possible dates, but no consensus was reached.  

The Shoal Creek Water Festival is August 8. Ideas for a booth were proposed. 

Katherine Spigarelli suggested pollution in water. The idea would evolve from 

trash collected from Shoal Creek.  

Carver Day Celebration is July 11. It was talked about doing a booth other than 

recycling. The topic of Monarch butterflies was suggested. The discussion has 

been put off until next meeting. 

 Host Committee: Karen Garver, Vicki Cassady 

Members are to bring their own food to meetings through the summer months. 

An e-mail will be sent out to the members of possible dates to have a group 

cookout.  

 Membership Committee: Bonnie Hinman 

Val Frankoski and Kevin Mouser received recognition for certifying for 2015. 
Bonnie reports everyone is doing a good job sending in their hours. Anyone 
wanting a report of their hours can e-mail Bonnie at 
bonnie.hinman@sbclobal.net.  

 Training Committee: Val Frankoski, Calvin Cassady, Cyndi Cogbill 
Training committee scheduling is going as planned. Katherine Spigarelli and 

Becky Wylie volunteered to be in charge of mentoring the new trainees.  
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 Special Projects Committee: Pat Middleton, Barry Charter 
A group of members met on April 28 at the Redings Mill Bridge to finish the rock 
border and to plant prickly pear cactus. There will be another workday soon to 
plant new plants Pat will be ordering through the Missouri Wildflower Nursery.  

 Horizon Committee: Kevin Mouser 
The Talking Turkey photo-opp did not go as planned, with uncooperative 
turkeys. Ann needs to know a definite answer from members who are planning 
on attending the camping trip to Johnson Shut-ins in May.  

Events List: Sent via e-mail. One event to add is the native plant sale on May 23rd.  

Naturalist’s Voice: Jeff Cantrell, Katherine Spigarelli 

 For the month of May, warblers are the nature by numbers topic. Photographer Nop was able to 

photograph a bear with three cubs on private property.  

Old Business:  

 The first citizen of the month is Pat Middleton. There was questions raised as to the difference 

between the citizen of the month and the member of the month in regards to recognition on the 

website. It was determined that the citizen was a non-member, while the member was (obviously) a 

member of the group.  

 The group received a thank-you letter from Wendell in regards to the scholarship he received 

toward the State Conference. Gwynn thanked the group for the encouraging picture book she received. 

New Business:   

 In regards to hour reporting for the state conference, travel time is not to be included in any 

hours reported. The only hours received during the state conference will be advanced training hours for 

workshops attended.  

 Val Frankoski informed the group of Missourians for Monarch, an organization in support of 

Monarch butterflies. They have a Facebook page she encouraged members to “like”, and are looking for 

logo ideas. 

 Mike McDaniel with the city of Joplin is looking for people to water trees in the park every two 

weeks. 

 Val Frankoski reported that plants at the butterfly garden at Cunningham Park were dead or 

damaged due to pesticide spraying by city employees. A few weeks before the spraying, she had 

collected seed from Vicena. 

 Kelly Coiner informed the group that the rain garden at North Middle school was looking good. 

 Wendell Hart pointed out that this week in May was a Palindromic Week.  

 It was mentioned that one idea taken from the state conference was that presentations taken to 

schools and other groups were kept in plastic containers. This created ease in finding enough 

information and activities to give a good presentation to groups. 

Next Meeting Reminder: Monday, June 8, 2015 at Diamond Grove Prairie 



Adjourning the meeting: 7:30 pm 


